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harmonious reign of the spirit of reason and love in the
world.1
A philosophy which sees in everything a manifestation of the
Divine naturally inclines to denying the usual concept of morality,
and, in particular, the applicability of common moral standards
to historical evolution. Most metaphysicians of pantheism,
moreover, have little interest in history. Hegel, however, was
a great student of history and politics ; he had a very wide
knowledge of their facts, and the deepest understanding for their
problems. The reign of terror in France soon destroyed his
youthful enthusiasm for revolution. But he did not, like most
romanticists, react by glorifying the past and praising the powers
which the Revolution had overthrown. His personal observa-
tions in Germany and Switzerland, and his studies, convinced
him that both monarchical absolutism and feudal oligarchy were
untenable systems, and that democracy could not be realized in
nations which had never been educated for it.
At this time out of the chaos in which the Revolution ended
rose the dazzling star of Napoleon Bonaparte. His triumphs
shattered the whole structure of Europe and the Holy Roman
Empire broke down under his blows. Hegel meditated on its
impending ruin in an important essay (1802)* Germany, he says,
is no longer a State. The political constitution of Germany
was characterized by countless historical absurdities, complete
disorganization and extreme weakness. In the last resort the
cause was the indomitable German striving for liberty, and the
inability to subordinate particular interests to the common weal.
It had converted public affairs into a maze of private rights,
which later on gave rise to numerous small sovereign principal-
ities. A State could not exist without the power to defend its
own. But Hegel did not admire the powerful State as such.
Over-centralized States like republican France or absolutist
Prussia seemed to him mere machines where the police regulated
everything and left no freedom to the individual. Hegel wished
the citizen to enjoy a wide self-government in all affairs not
affecting public security, since their direct participation in the
government as in the Greek City-States,.was not possible in the
large modern States, The Germanic representative system was
indispensable for liberty.
Like Fichte, Hegel was deeply impressed" by Machiavelli's
argument that the political disintegration and demoralization of
a nation could only be healed by a strong dictator. German
1 On love cf. Haym, pp. 98, 101.